
SPARTAN SENTINEL

Muhammad Ali was a famous boxer and Philanthropist. Muhammad was born 
in 1942 and died in 2016 and he lived 74 years. When Muhammad was born 
his birth name was Cassius Marcellus Clay Jr. He joined the Black Muslim 
group Nation of Islam in 1964 and 6 years later in 1970 he switched  to 
Orthrodox Islam. His boxing career started when he was 12 when his bike was 
stolen. He went up to a police officer named Joe Martin and Clay said he 
wanted to beat up the thief. Martin told him he should learn how to fight  before 
challengingchallenging people to a fight. Lucky for Clay the police officer was teaching 
young boxers at a local gym. In 1954 Clay won his first amateur bout by a split 
decision. 

Two years later in 1956 he went on to win the Golden Gloves tournament for 
novices in the light heavyweight class. In 1960 he won a spot in the U.S. 
Olympic boxing team. In April 1967 he was drafted into the military for the 
Vietnam war. His view on the Vietnam war was outspoken against it and he 
refused to fight when he was drafted. He was arrested for committing a felony 
for not following the draft order and almost had his world title stripped from 
him. Ali had a career record of 56 wins and 37 knockouts with him only 
losing five times. In 
1981 he retired from 
boxing at the age of 
39. Ali had married 
four times and had 9 
children and one of 
his daughters became 
a champion boxea champion boxer. 

His legacy  was that
he had the willingness to speak his mind and courage to challenge the status 
quo. He is also known for his longtime battle with Parkinson Disease and he 
told reporters ̀̀Float like a butterfly, sting like a bee”. He also had the honor 
of lighting the Olympic cauldron at the Summer Olympic Games in Atlanta, 
GA in 1996. Ali had a very exciting life with ups and downs. He was always 
known for being Boxing’s most celebrated athlete in the heavyweight 
division.

MUHAMMAD ALI
By: Hunter J.

INVESTIGATION PROVES THAT TEXTBOOKS ARE NOT ACCURATE 
WHEN TEACHING BLACK HISTORY
By: Mr. Dans Class

textbooks, the  pictures showed inaccurate representations of slaves. For 
example, Slaves were shown as happy and healthy servants rather than with 
scars and being forced to work on threat of death. 

TheThe language in the textbooks was misleading and insulting. For example, one 
of the text books called slaves immigrants and referred to slaves as doing 
chores. Most unacceptable is the fact that the book openly used racial slurs 
when referring to biracial individuals. NPR also highlighted this concern 
regarding textbook language in a 2015 article. 

TheThe story highlighted other problematic incidents such as, teachers holding 
fake slave auctions and  having students guess how much slaves should cost. 
Even more upsetting was a specific incident in which a teacher had the students 
write funny captions under horrific pictures of actual slaves. 

AdditionallAdditionally, across the country, different states teach different reasons for the 
cause of the Civil War. Some states used the term states rights without 
mentioning slavery. Sadly, textbooks vary from state to state as do educational 
standards. 

ThereThere are other news sites who have pointed out additional concerns with 
textbooks. A 2016 article in The Guardian highlighted inaccuracies in teaching 
Mexican American history. Also, just last year an Alabamian newspaper wrote 
an article showcasing how African Americans take on the responsibility of 
teaching black history because textbooks have failed.

Last February, CBS  news 
anchor, Jericka Duncan, did an 
expose on how schools do not 
teach black history accurately.

TheThe investigation looked into 
textbooks from Texas and 
how they were not all accurate 
in their depiction of slavery 
and Black History.  In some

BLACK HISTORY MONTH FAST FACTS

•Black History Month Originated in 1915
•Was once Black History week, which was the second week of February in order to align with Lincoln and Frederick Doughlas’s birthday. 
•Black History Month is also celebrated in Canada, Ireland, Netherlands, and UK 
•Thurgood Marshall was the first African American ever appointed to the U.S. Supreme Court
•In 2008, Barack Obama  became the first Black president of the United States.
•Of•Of the 12.5 million Africans shipped to the New World during the Transatlantic Slave Trade, about 400,000 arrived in the United States. Many ended up in the caribbean 
and South America. 
•The idea for vaccination was introduced from the African tradition of inoculation by an enslaved person named Onesimus.
•Katherine Johnson, a prominent African-American mathematician, worked for NASA and was critical to sending astronauts into orbit and landing a man on the moon.
•Martin Luther King Jr.’s famous speech called “I had a dream” was largely improvised.
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DR. PATRICIA BATH WORD SEARCH
By: Anders E.

"Dr. Patricia Bath is a famous African American doctor who did 
ophthalmology and invented the laserphaco probe which helps with cataracts. 
She was also the first African American to receive a medical patent."
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH CROSSWORD
By: Jennie A.

FEEL FREE TO USE GOOGLE!!!

ACROSS
4. First African-American female to be a self made millionaire
6. First African -American child to desegregate an all white school
8. Prominent African-American scientist famous for crop rotation
9. Author of ‘I Know Why Caged Birds Sings’
10. A fred slave who became a prominent carpenter and abolitionist
111. Famous American talk show host and philanthropist
12. First African American to work in the postal setvice

DOWN
1. Taught in the first African-American high school in the nation
2. First person killed in the Boston Massacre
3. Co-founder of the Freedom Democratic Party
5. First African-American to publish a book of poetry
7. First7. First African-American female to win a case against a white man in 1928
12. Vocal spokesman for the Nation of Islam and prominent 1960’s Human Rights Activist
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